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1-Purple Haze 

PURPLE HAZE 

The biggest problem I had with this image is the composition.  The distance 

between the 2 top drops feels awkward to me.  There is nice color and the 

image is sharp.



1 purple haze - A



2-Cool, Blue Water

COOL BLUE WATER 

This image intrigued me, 

but I never could settle 

on which way I thought 

the orientation should be.  

It just feels off.  I tried 

flipping it every which 

way and cropping it, but 

never could come up with 

an orientation that I liked.  



2 Cool, 
Blue Water 

- A



3-Wet Day

WET DRY 

I don’t think this 

image fits the 

category very well.  

The only droplets I 

can find in the mage 

are those on the lens.  

Other than that, it is a 

good image.



3-Wet Day A



4-Storm Melt

STORM MELT 

The water droplets do not show up at all without a lot of staring and searching on my 

part.  The exposure is so flat and grey that there is no sparkle as all.  I know that fog is 

hard to photograph, but a little post processing on this could have gone a long way.  The 

file I was given has so little data, that there is not really much I can to do with it to show 

you what I mean.  



4-Storm Melt A



5-Legions of Moons

LEGIONS OF MOONS 

I may be showing my ignorance, 

but this looked to me like it was 

done with glycerin than water.  I 

have seen this look achieved 

without water, but never with it.  

My apologies to the photographer 

if I am wrong.  Other than that, it is 

a strong image.   



5-Legions of Moons



6-Red Apex in Blue Sea RED APEX IN A BLUE SEA  

This image does not appear to fit the theme. The droplets do not appear to 

be water. 



6-Red Apex in Blue Sea -A



7-raindrops

RAINDROPS 

This certainly tells a story 

with water droplets, but I 

found the composition a 

bit busy.  Due to tiny file/

data size, I also could not 

be certain that the image 

is sharp.  Instead of 

helping the feeling of wet, 

I found the drops on the 

lens to be very 

distracting.  



7-raindrops -A



8-American Flag Bubbles
This image was hurt by the need for some exposure work.  There are no clean 

colors, and no real whites or blacks; therefore the image is very flat.  Take the 

time to learn any of several good ways to find your white and black points, and 

start adjusting your images that way.  You may be amazed at the difference.



8-American Flag Bubbles -A



9-Golden Drop

This is almost a good image, but there 

are several things that could improve it.  

This first is to not enter a droplet that is 

not sharp in a theme of water droplets.  

If there is only one drop, it ought to be 

sharp.  After that, the thing that 

bothered me the most is the slanted 

water line.  These 2 things really ruined 

the image for me.  If you continue to 

work on this image, I suggest you 

straighten the water line, then crop in 

from the right to put the drop in or close 

to a vertical orientation line, and then 

crop up and down just a bit.



9-Golden Drop



10-Norris Mini-Geyser 2
This image is harmed by the flat exposure.  There 

is no pop.  Also, the droplets are not prominent in 

the image.



10-Norris Mini-Geyser 2 -A



11-Pink 

Projectiles

PINK 

PROJECTILES 

This is not a photo 

of water droplets.  

Does not fit the 

category.



11-Pink 

Projectiles -A



In The Harbor – 7

I see lots of potential in the photo 

post processing or when reshooting. I 

would suggest making this a vertical 

panorama view by cropping in tighter 

on the boat, eliminating those 

distracting elements on the left side 

of the image. The blue boat, I feel, 

now draws my eyes out of the frame, 

as it is too close to the right side of 

the frame. The photographer needed 

to leave more space on that right side 

when it was shot and once again, he/

she might have found this shot would 

be a good vertical. 



12-My Duck
The color and exposure are good, and the splash is sharp.  I would clean up 

the extra drops out of the red – very distracting.  Then I would crop in from 

bottom, left, and right to put the “duck” in an orientation line to help the 

composition.



12-My Duck -A



13-Bloom
The composition and exposure need work.  

The biggest problem is that the droplets are 

not prominent.  In fact, they are easy to miss. 



13-Bloom -A



14-Autumn Snowdrop
This image would be better named “waterdrop” to fit the category.  No 

matter, there are water droplets here.  The real problem with this image, is that 

the right half of the image completely over powers the left side.  It is the left 

side that is the image.  The colors are lovely, the exposure is good, and left 

bloom is sharp.  It is the composition that needs work.



14-Autumn Snowdrop -A



15-Bubble Fountain -A



16-fun in the water

This image would be 

better if one could see 

more of the girl’s face.  

The slanted water line 

is also very distracting.  

Correct for the water 

line, and correct the flat 

look to your exposure, 

and you will have a good 

image



16-fun in the water -A



17-She Has Red Lips This is a good example of this technique.  You captured an interesting 

droplet.  The image is harmed by the flat color and exposure.  I would 

also crop in a good deal, to emphasize the droplet.



17-She Has Red Lips -A



18-Drop On The Tulip

The composition and 

exposure need a little 

work.  The biggest 

problem is that the 

droplet is not prominent.  

In fact, it is easy to miss.



18-Drop On The Tulip -A



19-Raindrop Catcher

The water droplet needs 

to be more prominent.  

There are a lot of bright 

extraneous bits in the 

corners that really draw 

the eye away from the 

subject.  Clean up your 

edges, crop in a little, 

and find your white and 

black points.  Then you 

will have a much 

stronger image.



19-Raindrop Catcher -A



20-Norris Mini-Geyser
This image is harmed by the flat exposure.  There is no 

pop.  Also, the droplets are not prominent in the image.



20-Norris Mini-Geyser -A



21-Orange Drop

This would be lovely 

hanging on your wall at 

home.  Here, the huge, 

bright, double border is 

very distracting.  It is 

hard to see the image 

for the border.  Never 

do this in competition – 

you are only hurting 

yourself.



21-Orange Drop -A



22-poinsettia_drip

This image is hurt by the bad crop.  The background is comfortably out of 

focus, but even so, it is so bright that it almost over powers the droplet.  

Tone down the background, and crop from left, right, and bottom to put the 

pretty droplet in an ordinal.  That way the flower in the droplet will show up.



22-poinsettia_drip -A



23-beauty in the rain

I almost really liked this image.  It is a perfect example of the theme, the colors are nice, and the leaf clusters 

are interesting.  My main problem is with the composition.  The leaf clusters are spread out too far from each 

other.  I took your image, sharpened it a bit, and corrected exposure to find the white and black points.  Then I 

took the far top right leaf cluster, selected and copied it, and moved it over to fill in the bare spot.  At that 

point, I cropped the image to “clean up” those edges.  And, voila!  A really nice picture of water droplets.  



23-beauty in the rain -A



24-Yellow Flower Bubbles
This image is a good example of this technique.  However, the exposure 

needs work.  The image looks very flat.  Add some oomph to the blacks 

and a little to the whites.  You will see your image really pop.



24-Yellow Flower Bubbles -A



25-Just Hangin - HM 

Ross Magnuson

This presentation is really 

harmed by the huge, distracting 

border.  At least border is not 

brighter than the image.  Once I 

could get my eyes beyond the 

border, I found that I really liked 

the image.  I particularly like the 

bright, sharp bit of sky in the 

water droplet.  This would 

probably score higher if your 

presentation had not made me 

have to work so hard.  Don’t do 

that to judges.



25-Just Hangin - HM 

Ross Magnuson



26-Just a Drip — HM 

Jerry Jacobs

This fits the category perfectly.  

I hope that the image is sharp.  

The droplet looks sharp, and as it 

is the object in motion, I am 

assuming that the whole image is 

sharp.  I am pretty sure that it is, 

but there is no little data in the 

file and the image is so noisy, 

that it is impossible to tell.  I like 

the clean simplicity of this image. 

The exposure is perfect.



26-Just a Drip-A — HM 

Jerry Jacobs



27-purplepopper — HM 

Greg Sullivan

This is an excellent example of this technique.  I have tried to 

get similar captures several times with water drops, and have 

never come close.  The use of color is good, the composition 

is pleasing, and everything is tack sharp that needs to be.



27-purplepopper-A — HM 

Greg Sullivan



28-Spring's On the Way — HM 

Bob Ruble

This captures the theme, and the composition and 

exposure are good.  I would like to see a little more 

depth of field in the stem/twig.  A very nice image 

over all.



28-Spring's On the Way-A — HM 

Bob Ruble



29-Morning Gems — 3rd Place 

Lionel Tapia

This image is lovely, and perfectly 

captures the theme.  The droplets and 

metalwork stand out from the soft 

background colors, adding to the 

dimension and compositional interest.  

The drops and metalwork are sharp, 

the lines of the grillwork lead the eye 

into and around in the image until you 

discover every drop.  I especially like 

the fact that the bottom wires are fully 

vertical, yet the larger top part is 

slightly slanted.  This makes for a 

very interesting, dynamic composition.



29-Morning Gems-A — 3rd Place 

Lionel Tapia



30-The Drip — 2nd Place 

Sheila Ruble

This image is the epitome of 

the theme.  It also incorporates 

an icicle with the drip of water 

to tell a story.  It elegantly and 

simply tells the story of 

weather and time.  The 

exposure it perfect and the 

image sharp.  Try flipping 

horizontally, and cropping down 

a bit and in from the right.  This 

will put the icicle and the drip in 

a vertical orientation line.  



30-The Drip-A — 2nd Place 

Sheila Ruble



31-Splash — 1st Place 

Sheila Ruble

I really like this 

image.  It perfectly 

fits the category, it 

is technically strong, 

and it tells a strong 

story.  It just makes 

me happy.  A good 

photo of a joyous 

child.  What more 

could you ask for?



31-Splash-A — 1st Place 

Sheila Ruble


