
Down and Dirty - 0

Disqualified because of Watermark 

This is a great image that had to be 

disqualified due to the watermark in the 

middle of the photo, which is not allowed 

in contests. The image is a great 

capture of action. I enjoyed seeing the 

movement of the water captured so 

well. I do feel that the image is not 

sharp. I would like to see more area for 

the man to move into. I do appreciate 

the expression on his face. 



Stillwater – 6 This artsy image did catch my eye. I would like to see this image without the 

border, which I find distracting. I do appreciate this in Black & White. The 

focus is soft, which I am not sure is intentional. My eye keeps searching for a 

sharp area where the main interest area lies. 



Pretty Wet Day – 6

This landscape, in my opinion, has some 

very distracting elements that take 

away from the beauty of the lovely 

scene. They could be removed in post 

processing. The people in the 

background are photo bombs and take 

my eyes right there. I realize why the 

water droplets were left there, but they 

do not enhance the photo in my opinion. 

I would suggest cleaning off your lens/

filter before shooting this scene.  



Yellowstone Overlook – 6

This interesting scene has lots of potential in post processing and for reshooting, in 

my opinion. I do not know if the lens flare was on purpose, but I feel it is distracting 

here. I find that sun star a very strong element here, that adds impact. I would like 

to see the image cropped from the left side to the area where there is a crack in the 

rock. The crop, as it is, I find awkward. To me, the main focus area should be the 

area where we find the water 



Sunset on the Rhine - 6 I certainly appreciate the pretty colored sky behind the waterfront. This would be a 

good subject for HDR. I do find this image is not sharp. I would suggest cropping from 

the left to put the interest area more on that taller building and keeping the sun on 

1/3rd. In my opinion, you could up the saturation a bit to put more color in that water. 



Smoothing Out the 

Rough Spots – 6

This photo looks familiar, as I think we had a similar one earlier. The lighting here 

is very bright. There are lots of blown out areas with no detail. My eye searches for 

a main interest area. I do appreciate the diagonal line that is formed by the rocks. 



Pry Mountain Mustangs – 7
This is a very special image to the photographer, I would assume, as how often do you get to 

capture mustangs in the water? I find it to be a great subject, but the horses just did not cooperate. 

The colt between the two horses has lots of merges occurring. The white rock in the foreground is 

distracting. In my opinion, timing here is everything. I would suggest waiting for the group to spread 

out a bit, so that all could be captured in a pleasing manner. The tack sharp focus and beautiful color 

are excellent here. 



The Muddy Canal – 7

The title, I find here, sure is appropriate; 

that is one very muddy canal that is 

meeting my eyes. I would not include the 

bird, it is just too small and becomes a 

distraction; a bigger bird would have 

been awesome. I find the framing is 

excellent using those trees on both sides 

to carry the viewer right into the scene. 

I would suggest cropping in from sides, 

top and bottom to bring those beautiful 

buildings closer. The muddy water is too 

much negative space here. In my 

opinion, using a bit of dehazing makes 

the clouds pop. I would also suggest 

adding a bit of saturation. 



In The Harbor – 7

I see lots of potential in the photo 

post processing or when reshooting. I 

would suggest making this a vertical 

panorama view by cropping in tighter 

on the boat, eliminating those 

distracting elements on the left side 

of the image. The blue boat, I feel, 

now draws my eyes out of the frame, 

as it is too close to the right side of 

the frame. The photographer needed 

to leave more space on that right side 

when it was shot and once again, he/

she might have found this shot would 

be a good vertical. 



River in the Palouse – 8

The color in this landscape caught my eye. I immediately wish that this had been shot wider so that 

I could see where the river was going. There is a distracting yellow element at the left foreground. 

My eye wishes to have a beginning, middle, and end to the story (foreground, middle and 

background) and the end or background is not there. My eye keeps seeing that river just going 

around in a circle. I think having a horizon and shooting wider would make it more complete and 

carry it out of the scene 



Focused on the Future – 8 I found this image a bit overpowering. I do appreciate the arty feel to it and 

the beautiful clarity. I find the background a bit too dark. If it was lightened, 

the dock would then lead to that area more and the beautiful sky would pop. I 

do feel this works well as a B&W. To my eyes, the frame used here is 

distracting to the image. 



Rising Up – 8

I find a great capture of action here 

and it definitely follows the category 

involving water. I find a distracting 

element, a post, behind the main 

subject’s right arm. In my opinion, 

a light vignette might help keep the 

viewer’s eye on the main action 

area. I also feel that cropping down 

from the top would also help do 

that., as well as shooting the image a 

lower F stop which would help blur 

out the background. 



Last Ferry Before the Storm – 8
This interesting image has lots of potential, in my opinion. I am drawn to the 

lovely sunset. I find the horizon is off a degree. I would suggest shooting this 

scene at F/11 instead of F6.3. I feel if the image was darkened by 1 stop and 

the sky was cropped down from the top, left and bottom the sunset would pop 

more and the color in the water would be brought out more. 



Elkhorn Stream – 8
This brightly colored scene with beautiful smooth water sure calls me in to 

wander around. I feel that the two big rocks are competing with each other. I 

also found the blade of grass in the middle of the frame bisects the photo. I 

would suggest cropping over to the rock on the left side and also from the top 

and the bottom to bring the viewer to the main interest area. 



Early Fog on the Yellowstone – 8
This interesting photo caught my eye with its simplicity. I 

think the image could benefit from cropping top and bottom 

making it a panorama. The trees act as a strong bringing 

my eye right to the beautiful foggy area. 



Down by the Water – 8 My eye wanders around trying to find a main interest area in this 

image. There is a distracting bright rock in the upper left corner, 

in my opinion. I think this high contrast scene would work well as 

a Black & White. I would suggest cropping in from the left. 



Dawn at the Bay – 8 This is a photo that shows lots of possibility with post processing, 

in my opinion. As it is, I find the horizon is off. I would suggest 

cropping in from the left until the sun is on 1/3, putting the main 

impact object in a better spot, which is more pleasing to the eye. 



Castle by the Sea – 8
What an unusual capture. The sandcastle, which is the main interest area, 

is tack sharp. I would suggest mirror reversing the image, which I feel 

makes the image stronger as we read left to right. The color of the sane is 

a very different hue. The photographer might try cropping down from the 

top and tower side. 



Avalanche Gulch – 8 What a sweet little place this photographer found to capture 

some smooth water, I notice here. The whites are over 

exposed and the detail is lost. I would suggest cropping in from 

the left and bottom, as there is too much foreground, I feel. 



Yellowstone Twilight – 9
What a beautifully colored, interesting image I find here. 

The stars add interest, but get lost in the brighter sky, to 

my eyes. The trees merge with the clouds, I feel. The 

foreground needs detail, in my opinion. 



Watch Out Duck! Incoming Geese – 9

This strong ‘rule of odds’ image certainly features negative space, 

I feel. The reflection of the geese adds to the scene. The duck almost 

feels like it doesn’t belong there, to me. I would suggest adding 

more contrast and maybe some slight dehazing in post processing. 



Stormy Weather Gulls – 9
A really cool black and white shot that is nice and tack sharp. I appreciate 

the waves in the background. I do find the border distracting. Wouldn’t it 

be nice is those gulls would have been heading toward the photographer? It 

is very hard to crop an image like this without cropping a bird in half, I find. 



On the Water – 9
This is a very eye-appealing image to me. The color of the flower is strong and the placement in 

the frame is good. I do find that the green frame is overpowering and distracts from the image. 

There are some distracting elements on the right back side that could be minimized by adding a 

vignette. If the photographer, in my opinion, had moved to the right., the bright water and blade of 

distracting grass in the left foreground could have been avoided, hopefully. That would put more 

impact on the flower. 



Guess Where We Are, Mom – 9
I enjoy this storytelling photo of a selfie being taken very much. 

The color is very good, as is the sharp focus and lighting. . The 

title indicates that this photo is about the people, not the rocks, to 

me. I would suggest cropping way in and putting the couple in the 

left 1/3 of the frame. 



Algae on the Chain – 9 This monochromatic image caught my eye immediately. The color works so well 

here, in my opinion. The diagonal line is very strong. I appreciate the color of the 

water also. I do find the focus is off; it should be more forward on the chain. I do feel 

that it works to crop in from the left so that the distracting part of a rock is removed 

and the chain is moved up out of the corner. I do wonder if this image would work in 

black and white also. 



Turbulence – 10 This is a very difficult image to take and it is done very well 

here. The photo appears rather flat and detail is lost in the 

lower left to me. I would suggest adding more contrast to pop 

that beautiful moving water. 



Anna - 10
A lovely landscape featuring an excellent silhouette, in my opinion, has 

invited me in here. The clarity is nice, I find. By cropping in from the 

left and right and bottom, bring my eye in to where the main interest 

area really is and makes Anna the main subject, which, by the title, is 

what is intended. 



HM - Peaceful Evening – 10 

Bob Ruble

The color palette here caught my eye immediately. The title definitely works here, giving me 

a definitely peaceful feeling. I would suggest cropping from the bottom and left to bring my 

eye more to the beautiful color in the background and removing some of the distracting 

foreground. The silhouette is strong and adds lots of impact. In my opinion, the frame is 

distracting. I found that bringing the exposure a full step down accentuates that beautiful 

background color. 



HM – Beartooth Lake – 10 

Pat McDonald

I am awarding this eye-catching image an Honorable Mention. The color and sharpness 

are very strong. In my opinion, the photo appears to be an HDR. The color on the right 

side appears an unnatural green. I would suggest cropping down from the top and in 

from the right side to make it stronger. I do find the horizon is a bit crooked, 1⁄2 degree. 



HM - Moose Fishcap Lake – 10.5 

Carole Boerner

I find this strong image of a moose 

something any wildlife photographer 

dreams about capturing. The eye is 

captured beautifully, in my opinion and 

the background gives placement to the 

scene and the inclusion of the water 

drops sure adds impact, in my opinion.. I 

would suggest lightening the moose 1⁄2 

stop and also lightening the shadows. I 

found adding .8 stops of darkening to 

the entire picture really makes it pop, 

giving the moose an almost 3 

dimensional look. I am awarding this 

photo an Honorable Mention. 



HM – Heron Reflection - 10.5 

Pat McDonald

What a nice sharp capture of this beautiful bird, in my opinion. The background is lovely with 

the back lighting, giving rim lighting on the neck, is very cool to my eye. The capture of the 

eye is strong. In my opinion, adding a bit of contrast and taking the light down 2/3 stop would 

make the image pop. This excellent image deserves an Honorable Mention, in my opinion. 



HM – Splash – 11 

Sheila Ruble

What a freezing action capture, I 

find here. In my opinion, the border 

distracts from the beauty of the 

image. I would suggest darkening by 

a quarter stop and adding some 

contrast. I find I can almost feel the 

shock of that water. I am awarding 

this fun image a well-deserved 

Honorable Mention.  



3rd Place – On Golden Pond – 12 

Dianne McDermand

In my opinion this is a very strong composition. The color palette is very strong and  

the focus is excellent to my eyes. The foreground interest in strong to me. I do feel that a bit of added 

saturation in the pond would ‘pop’ the image and possibly darkening the sky would make it even 

stronger, as it is blown out. On a perfect day, the sky would be blue with nice white puffy clouds. This is 

my choice for the honor of 3rd Place. 



2nd Place – River in the Tetons - 13 

Betty Anderson

What a beautiful landscape, greets my eye here. In my opinion, the 

reflection adds impact to the image. The trees sure take me right into 

the scene to notice those beautiful background mountains. I would 

suggest darkening the sky a bit and you might try adding some 

shadow detail. An excellent choice for the 2nd Place award, I feel. 



1st Place – The Needles - 14 

Jerry Jacobs

I find this to be an eye catching, strong composition with lots of 

strong impact. The color is pleasing to my eye. I would suggest 

maybe bringing out a bit more detail in the rock. In my opinion, 

this photo of a strong subject is deserving of 1st Place. 


