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Have you ever compared your own photographs to those of a more 
advanced photographer and wondered how they get their images 
so sharp? I mean, just look at them! Everything in their 
photographs is so sharp, so crisp! How do they do it?



DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY TIP #1: USE A 
TRIPOD

This can be somewhat of a sensitive point. Using a tripod is annoying. 
It’s a bulky, cold, heavy piece of equipment that slows you down 
immensely when you are taking pictures outdoors. On the other side 
it’s the best way to get to tack level sharpness. You can have the 
steadiest hand in the word, even the slightest movement can cause 
your photograph to look fuzzy.



DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY TIP #2:  

USE A TIMER 

If your camera has a timer, use it. You are basically trying to 
eliminate as much movement as you possibly can. I might be a 
slower way to take photographs but remember we are aiming for 
quality here and not quantity. 

Some photographers like to use a remote shutter release for the 
same effect. 



DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY TIP #3:  

LENSES

This digital photography tip might be a bit out of your control right now 
but the better your lens is the sharper your photographs will be. Most 
digital cameras come with a standard lens that’s usually a small zoom 
lens (18 mm to 55 mm for example). The problem with these lenses is 
that they have a lot of moving parts on the inside and if you want a 
quality one it costs a small fortune. If you don’t have a super expensive 
lens don’t worry, there are other ways to get maximum sharpness.



DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY TIP #4:  

APERTURE

Most lenses are at their sharpest when they are about 2 stops down from 
wide open. Let’s say you have a 18 mm – 55 mm f/3,5 lens. If you make 
sure your aperture is around f/8 when you take your photograph you 
have a better chance of it being tack sharp.



DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY TIP #5:  

SHUTTER SPEED

The shorter your shutter speed the less chance you have of getting 
motion blur. If you want tack sharp photographs, motion blur is your 
enemy. If you are taking pictures of flowers then a shutter speed of 1/250 
might be more than enough to eliminate motion blur, but if you are at a 
sports even it’s not even close to being enough. The faster your object 
moves the faster your shutter speed has to be. In case of a sports even 
your shutter speed will have to be something like 1/2000 – 1/4000.



DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY TIP #6:  

MIRROR UP

If you have an SLR, the movement of the mirror can sometimes affect 
sharpness. At slower shutter speeds, the motion of the mirror can cause 
vibrations that can slightly reduce your image sharpness. Learn or 
refresh your memory as to how to set your SLR to take images with the 
mirror up. 



So:  Photo Exercise #4:

Take any picture the way you normally would.  

Then, follow these guidelines to maximize your sharpness and take it again.  

Post-processing as usual, and compare. 

Submit 1 to 3 pairs of images 


