
Lonely

Critiques by a 
panel from

Bozeman Camera 
Club



A Lone 
Lee

Clever!  Nice 

lighting technique.  

Well composed.  

Good job adhering 

to the "letter" of 

the law.



All By My 
Lonesome

Doesn't convey loneliness with 

the bike being very prominent 

in the picture.  Technically, 

lighting is good, focus is sharp, 

composition is pleasant but a 

little weak with respect to 

"lonely".  Perhaps having a 

wider angle would have helped.



Anyplace Else

This picture evokes 

emotion from us, 

heartbreaking!  If the 

fence had been less in 

focus, it would've been 

less distracting.  

Lightening the shadows 

would've shown more of 

its face.  Very impactful.



Awaiting 
His 

Master's 
Return

Not seeing one or both of the eyes, takes away from the impact of this 

photo.  The subject matter has less focus than the fence.  There is some 

interesting lighting in the photo, good exposure.  We like the concept.



BARLEY 
GONE

Clever name!  A couple of technical issues; dirty sensor and lacking 

sharpness.  Perhaps time of day, or the ISO is too high, or aperture too 

small?  We like the concept of the lone tree and the colors are good.  The 

rule of thirds related to the horizon could've improved this shot.



Beneath the 
Surface

Very artistic and impactful.  

Striking colors that almost 

look like watercolor.  Was 

that post-processing?  

Evokes a variety of emotion.



Braving 
the Cold

If the bison were moved to the upper third, and less centered, it would 

improve the composition.  Great job with the lighting.  We appreciate 

your ability to get the shadow without losing details on the bison.



Desolate 
Existence

Good job with horizon, color, weight of images in lower left corner 

contrasts with the vastness of the upper right corner.   One suggestion, 

move a little to the right and put the road a little further into the left 

corner.  Sharpness was very good.



Despair Post processing treatment is well used.  Good composition.  A little too 

symmetrical or perhaps farther away.  Impactful image.



Extant in 
Retrospect

Technically well done.  

Very meaningful and 

impactful.  Ranks high 

in creativity.  

Wonderful texture.



Have You 
Seen My Mom

Great use of shallow depth of field and composition.  Sharp and 

colorful.  Didn't strike us as lonely.  The ambiguity in the title is really 

good, we're not sure who is asking the question.



Heartbreak 
Hotel

You got us stuck on how 

you did this.  The line 

between the lace and the 

face is a little awkward.  

It certainly conveys 

heartbreak.  It's an 

emotional image.



House 
on the 
Dunes

Regarding composition, the horizon is not level, which is distracting.  

The houses themselves are "left heavy" and might have been better 

on the left side of the photo.   It looks like the sensor may be dirty.  

This sky is beautiful and the use of black and white is very 

effective.



In the 
Pokey

Nice focus.  Appears 

slightly overexposed.  

Cutting off his feet and 

showing more of the 

roof/tree is distracting.  

It loses some impact 

because it looks staged.



Is It 

Spring Yet

This says alone but not lonely.  Our eyes focused on the river, more than on 

the bison.  A step to the left, might have been a better composition.  The 

exposure is very good except for the bison's face, but that would be a 

challenge, could have been fixed in processing.



It's Lonely 
at the Top

Perfect exposure and depth of field.  Lots of texture 

and excellent composition.  The sky is amazing.



JUST ME 
AND MY 
SHADOW

Very interesting photo.  Doesn't convey lonely.  It appears to be 

cropped and might have benefited from some negative space on the 

right side.  We like the concept.  Very difficult to shoot a flying 

insect, especially with his shadow.  Nice work.



Leaf Me 
Aone

Technically very well done.  Nice focus, color, depth 

of field.  It didn't convey lonely.  Perhaps a whole 

lawn with one tiny leaf would have more impact.



Left 
Behind

Good choice 

making this black 

and white.  Evokes 

a lot of emotion 

from us, with his 

face and body 

posture, but not 

necessarily 

loneliness.   Well 

done photo.



Lone Bison
Black and white might have improved the emotion of this picture.  

The detail is lost in the bison.  The composition is good.



Lone 
Sailor

This conveyed alone but not lonely to us.  Great job with the 

"God rays" or cloud shadows, those are difficult to capture.  

Very nice photo.



Long 
Lonesome 

Road

A pretty spectacular scene.  The clouds are fabulous.   Excellent 

leading line.  Doesn't convey lonely to us, but it is expansive.



Long Wait 
for Winter

We love the color and 

location.  We like the 

composition and 

textures.  We wonder 

if a lower perspective 

might've enhanced 

this shot.  We like the 

contrast between the 

cold water and warm 

land.



Lost 
Without 
You

Fantastic photo.  The background makes the subject matter 

pop.  Technically, we love the color, sharpness and 

composition.  Doesn't convey loneliness to us.



Lost & 
Alone

The lines are great, the sky is great.  The long shadow adds 

to the drama.  In this case the wide angle lens enhances the 

photo.  We like where the shadow is placed in the 

composition. Good choice on black and white.



Miss You

We like the concept.  If it were a real horse and rider at the cross, 

we would've felt the emotion.  Just the cross and landscape might 

have conveyed the emotion better.  The exposure and composition 

of the landscape is good and choice of black and white was smart.



Missing 
Mildred

Fantastic character 

portrait.  The title 

helps us to understand 

that he is lonely.  The 

photo could benefit 

from less depth of 

field and more 

contrast.    Well done.



Mr. and . . .

We like the texture in 

this photo.  We had 

mixed feelings over 

the color cast (green).  

Perhaps sepia tone or 

b&w would be a good 

choice.  We like the 

composition and 

expression on his face.



Solitary 
bull

Overall tonality of the picture is really nice.  A lovely scene.  Good 

exposure, depth of field, and levels of light.  There is something to 

look at in every part of this photo.   We debated whether the "butt 

shot" makes it a good shot or lends to the theme.



Sunday 
Morning 
Blues

Great architecture shot.  We think a solitary person crossing 

the road, would've lent itself to the theme.   The lighting is 

even, the sharpness is on point and composition is really good.



Waiting
Great choice of black and white.  We would've cropped the bottom more to remove 

that empty space.  Not seeing his face takes away from the emotion of this scene.   

The depth of field highlights the beautiful glass blocks in the background.



Waiting
The focus is not sharp.  Moving farther back, so both sides of the bench 

is not cut off, might've improved the composition.  Might try it in black 

and white for more drama.



Waiting for 
Irene

The black is white it very effective.  We like the shapes, the man 

looking off in the distance and nighttime scene.  Being the only 

person at the laundromat conveys loneliness.



Walking on a 
Lonely 
Planet 

The color and shadows are great.  We love the 

footprints and it emphasizes the loneliness.  Good 

use of negative space, dramatic.



-HM- 
Larry Bean

IF ONLY I HAD YOU - Fantastic photo.  Timing for the incoming 

wave in the foreground and the halo effect between his head in the 

background is great!  The person is exposed, focused and we like 

him looking down and out of the image conveys loneliness.



-HM- 
Dianne 

McDermand

LONESOME LOBO 

- We really like the 

coloring.  Almost like 

a black and white, but 

the brilliant eyes and 

green grass make it 

very interesting.  His 

eyes make the picture.



-HM- 
Greg 

Sullivan

LONELY ARE THE NIGHTS 

 - Very good technical 

photo.  The lines of the 

building and sidewalks are 

pleasing to our eyes.   

Excellent depth of field and 

sharpness. The mood 

matches the theme. Well 

done!



-HM- 
Bob Ruble

I NEVER THOUGHT SHE'D 

REALLY LEAVE 

- Great depth of field, 

sharpness, and color.  The sad 

man seems even sadder 

surrounded by such bright, happy 

colors.   Great expression.  The 

tree and trash can are almost 

distracting but provide context.  

Great street photography.  We 

debated his expression between 

bored and lonely.



-3rd Place- 
Patrick 

McDonald

LOST IN THE FOG - Excellent photo both technically 

and artistically.  We love the glow from behind the heron 

and on the grass in the foreground.  Great sharpness.



-2nd Place- 
Patrick 

McDonald

ALONE IN A CROWD  - Technically really well done.  

Lighting, focus, color and blur are very good.  If this is a set 

up, it was really well done.  Her posture and face tells a 

story.  The success is in the simplicity.  Well done.



-1st Place- 
Jacob 
Futhey

A PHONE CALL IN A BUSY BAR - The depth the field is really 

good!  The use of motion blur, composition, and black & white is 

exceptional.  Very impactful.   The longer we look, the more we see.  

Calling attention to the phone in the title makes him seem less lonely.   

We liked this one a lot.


